
Study Guide—Roman Republic and Empire 

 

The Rise of Rome:  What factors contributed to the rise of Rome? Was the Roman 

Republic democratic? Or was it really an oligarchy? How and why were the Romans 

influenced by the Greeks? How can we explain the phenomenal rise of Rome from a 

small town to the capital of a world empire? Characteristics of the Republic? 

 

From Republic to Empire: What were the stresses on the Roman political system? Social 

conflicts? Economic problems? What were they and how did they contribute? How did 

these problems grow along with the growth of the empire? In the last century of the 

Republic, powerful generals were able to rise to power with the intention of gaining 

control of Rome? How did this happen? Who were some of the significant people 

involved? 

 

The Roman Empire- What were the conflicts that endangered the Republic? Did 

Augustus manage to resolve these conflicts? What did he do? How significant were his 

actions? How is it that, despite the recurring instability of weak, incompetent and 

bloodthirsty emperors, the empire nevertheless remained prosperous and stable for so 

long? What part did the military play in maintaining the stability of the Empire? Effects 

of imperialism? What was Romanization?  

 

Early Christianity- What factors contributed to the rise of early Christianity? Similarities 

or differences to other religions of the time? What part did Paul of Tarsus play in the 

spread of the religion? Why was the Roman state so hostile to this new religion? Was 

early Christianity a politically revolutionary force in Roman society? What effect did the 

persecutions of Christians by the Romans have on the spread of early Christianity? What 

conditions aided the spread of the new religion? 

 

Barbarian Europe- Who were the "barbarians?" Where did they come from? How did 

these peoples respond to the Roman expansion? Were any of them integrated into the 

Roman world? Successfully? What impact did they have on the Roman world? 

 

Late Antiquity- Did the Roman Empire become a military monarchy in the third century? 

Why? Who was Diocletian and what were his reforms? What was his intent? Was he 

successful? How about Constantine? Who was he? What were his motivations regarding 

the Christian Church? What factors contributed to the collapse of the empire in the West? 

When did the Roman Empire fall? Did it really fall? 

 

Also, be familiar with the major people (ie. Emperors, etc) and events. 

 

 

 

 

Study your notes, your textbooks readings and your home school work.  Good luck and if 

you have any questions, just let me know.  Thanks!!! 


